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Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 
 

1. Pledge to the Flag lead by: Mr. Manning 
 
2. Chairwomen Soden announcements:   
 

Chairwomen Soden: Mr. Torrent, from Milton Solar has requested that the action be 
removed from the agenda tonight.  They are still waiting to hear back from the Army Corp 
of Engineers, which we requested a couple months back. We were waiting on the 
determinations from the DEC and Army Corp of Engineers before we make any 
determination on the action.  We hope to have that by our November meeting. We will 
resume at that time.  
There are a few changes in the calendar for November and December for ZBA meetings. 
The November date has been changed to November 17th and Decembers’ meeting has 
been changed to December 29th.  
 
3. Minutes approval from September 22nd, 2022 Zoning Board Meeting. 
 
Chairwomen Soden:  I will entertain a motion to approve the minutes from 
September 22, 2022, meeting. 1st Mr. Manning, 2nd Mr. Quillan.  Poll the Board Mr. 
Manning-Yes, Mr. Quillan, Yes Mr. Wood. yes, Chairwomen Soden-Yes 

  

4. Public Hearing 7:05pm-115 Circle C-Lohaus-Area Variance-176.-1-23.3  
 
Chairwoman Soden: This is an area variance in the R2 district.  They are requesting an 
18.5 ft side set back. The regulation side set back in the R2 zone is 50ft. Due to the existing 
home and outbuildings they are requesting this variance to place a garage to allow a grass 
yard and the ease of snow plowing in the winter around the other things in the yard. 
Would you like to say anything additional to that. I always like to give the applicant an 
opportunity to speak if you would like to. 
 
Jody Stocton- Our properties border each other, and I am in favor of whatever they want 
to do. My sisters also live on Circle C Road, and they emailed in their support. They have 
lived there a long time, and they are good neighbors, so whatever you can do for them.  
 
Chairwoman Sodan: Can I get a motion to close the Public Hearing   1st Mr. Quillan 
2nd Mr. Wood. Poll the Board, Mr. Manning Yes, Mr. Quillan Mr. Wood Yes, 
Chairwomen Soden-Yes 
 



 

 

Chairwomen Sodan-Does the board have any questions or comments?  
 
Chairwoman Soden: If there are no additional comments or questions. Can I get a 
motion to approve the Area Variance as stated on the application for 115 Circle C 
Road 1st Mr. Manning, 2nd Mr. Quillan. Poll the Board Mr. Smassanow-Yes, Mr. 
Manning-Yes, Mr. Quillan Yes, Mr. Wood Yes, Chairwomen Soden-Yes 
 
 5. Prime Group Holdings-Aircraft Hangar-Area Variance 177.-1-42.1 
 
Chairwomen Soden-This is an area variance for the development for an aircraft storage  
hangar project. It is on the leased parcel located within the Saratoga County Airport 
property. They are requesting a 5ft variance from 35ft to 40ft for height. Please state your 
name and tell us about the project. 
 
Tim Bailey- from McFarland-Johnson on behalf of Prime Group Holdings. As you stated 
they would like to build an aircraft hangar on Saratoga County Airport. The lease has been 
approved through the county; it just has not been officially signed, they had to adjust the 
language in there due to the 31 million dollar grant they were just awarded in the last 
couple weeks for development on that property. Prime Group would like to construct a 
14,560 sft private airport hangar on the property. Overall, this is the entire airport 
property, Geyser Road is down here. They are looking to develop this parcel here 23 acres 
(pointing to map). This is where there will be alittle of the disturbance, where we are 
bringing in utilities and clearing some trees that are existing. This is the proposed way out 
of the site. This is the entrance into the airport, Green Field Ave, there is an existing gravel 
roadway there now that goes near the apron, we are going to relocate that road to go 
around the hangar. That is why we have to disturb so many trees, around the perimeter, to 
get that road back around for the airport 52 access into the site. Again, we are proposing a 
14,560sft hangar with a 10-space parking lot here, with a private entrance here for Mr. 
Moser to bring his vehicle in. Storm water detention pond here, septic system here. That is 
the overall project. I do have renderings if you would like to see the inside of the building.  
 
This is the overall floor plan with some offices here, meeting area in here, with an 
entrance in. The parking lot sits on this side of the building. This is the private office here 
with an entrance in the back.  Looking at the front of the hangar facing the apron, the 
doors fold back into the hangar, so the hangar doors can open. This is looking at the side 
where the parking lot is. Basically, what we need, is the opening for the doorway for the 
airplane itself has to be 28ft high and at these corners the steel members are 5ft deep and 
that only gives us 2.5ft of clearance to the bottom of those steel members. At this point 
right here is 28ft and enough clearance 2.5 ft, plus that it is 36.5 ft at the eves with the 
sloped roof that makes it go to 40ft at the peak, so that is where we need the 5 ft variance.  
 
Chairman Soden-is 2.5 feet typical for the coverage above from the plane to the hangar?  



 

 

 
Tim Bailey-Yes, it allows you some room to hang some stuff off the ceiling, like 
mechanicals and pipes. Correct. 
 
Mr. Manning- the building is only going to store one plane, that’s it?  
 
Chairman Soden- Is it a bigger plane than the ones that normally flies into the airport? 
 
Gerald Moser-Prime Group Holdings-right now the plane is kept in Warren County, and 
they usually fly down here, and they will pick everyone up and fly out and then drop 
people off and then go back up there. Basically, by doing this it would eliminate one take 
off and one landing. 
 
Mr. Quillan-is this building going to have a sprinkler system or fire system for safety? So 
you need the extra height for that. 
 
Tim Bailey- it will have a sprinkler system, it doesn’t need the foam system, I think we are 
low enough on the door, it doesn’t kick us under that. Yes 
 
Mr. Moser- that was the other thing with the height.  
 
Bill Lewis- so it is under the 15,000sft foam requirement.  
 
Chairwomen Soden-What about the visibility around the hangar, between the fence and 
the road that you are going to be detouring around.  
 
Mr. Bailey-there is still going to be approximately 100ft of mature forest that is going to 
remain in between the hangar and the fence. I know the Planning Board had the same 
question. It is kind of mature woods so the applicate is willing to put some sort of 
Arborvitae or something and possibly putting it even closer to the building or to the fence, 
which might have more impact just to buffer that alittle bit. The trees out there now are 70 
or 90 feet high, but it is not a mature understory, you can see through the woods, that is 
where you may need it. But once you get up high enough, I think the foliage and 
everything else will block it. But they are willing to put in evergreen screen or something 
to block the building.   
 
Mr. Quillan- is that an area that the Karner butterfly habitats? I know years ago we had 
talked about that.  
 
Mr. Bailey- It is, it comes up on the hit list, but it is not a typical habitat for them.  
 



 

 

Mr. Wood- for scale, how many passengers are on the plane? I know I just wanted it for 
scale. 
 
Mr. Moser-I am not sure, I think 10-12 passengers. Don’t quote me on it.  
 
Chairwomen Soden- Do you have any questions? 
 
Mr. Smassanow- No, I don’t see this as a big deal 
 
Mr. Bailey- The highest building out there now is 33ft, just to give you reference. 
 
Chairwomen Soden-As far as SEQRA goes and the process going forward, the planning 
board has various different items before them on their docket, so theirs is a much broader 
scope than ours is. We have a very small piece of it, which is the 5ft in height, ours is a 
narrow review of the height variance. So, the planning board is going to take lead on the 
SEQRA as they have the broader scope on this. They have a meeting November 9th to start 
the coordinated review process, that will get the ball rolling, and on December 14th they 
will have their next meeting, which they will do the SEQRA review, the determination of 
significance. So we have a little bit of time here, a little bit of lag, we want to make sure we 
are lock set with them. So, during that coordinated review we will know what is going on. 
Therefore, we are going to need to wait on the SEQRA review to even take an action on our 
side but after talking to John Bartow on the planning board, we decided to hold of on our 
public hearing, not indefinitely, just a little bit of time to get that SEQRA stuff going. 
Typically, we would have it the next month, but mostly likely we will have it in December. 
We are still going back and forth, logistic wise, if we are going to do a joint one or 
individual one.  Being that we are going to impact a significant amount of people in that 
area, those public hearings may have a larger crowd associated with them, so we don’t 
want to a continued the public hearing where we are keeping it open, and people are 
getting spun up. So, we will hold off on that, but next month we will see where we are and 
go from there.  
 
Mr. Smassanow-I just want to make sure I understood what you said before, you are 
already picking people up and flying them here. Is it like a track season thing? 
 
Mr. Bailey-the pilot picks up the plane from Glens Falls Airport, flies the plane here and 
picks our people up and then we fly out.  
 
Mr. Moser- No, we fly year-round for business. We are flying to different facilities; we own 
storage facilities throughout the entire US. We are working mainly on the West coast right 
now. Most of our properties are on the East coast so we are moving to West coast and as 
we do that we are flying in and out. Different times of the year we are flying 2-3 times a 



 

 

week, other times we may fly only once a week, it depends on where we are buying 
properties. I don’t know.  
 
Mr. Smassanow-I am pretty close to the airport, I know when it is track season, they must 
be pretty quiet.  
 
Chairwomen Soden- Any questions on the application? I know we got some additional 
questions answered on the 2nd page of the application, so that should be complete. So next 
month we will see where planning is and mostly likely December time frame. Our meeting 
is not until December 29th so by that time we will have a better picture of what is going on. 
 
Mr. Bailey-would it be a possibility to have the planning and zoning public hearings at the 
same time? 
 
Chairwomen Soden-We can talk more about that, obviously there are a lot of logistics 
that go into that, our scope, as I’ve said is very narrow, theirs is big and if we pull the 
public hearing together it kind of expands the scope of what we are looking at. But it is 
possible and sometimes it is a good thing for the boards get together like that. We will see 
what we think at that point.  
 
Chairwomen Soden- If nothing else from the board. Can I get a Motion to Adjourn: 
 1st Mr. Manning 2nd Mr. Quillan 
 
Adjourn 7:27pm 
 
 
 
 


